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Branwell was an Bronté Black Bull Branwell returned to the Parsondqe in Haworth in 1842 and by the
enthusiastic member Pt'lArsond9E\i_ HAWORTH end of the year had secured a position as tutor at Thorp Green,
pf the Mdsqmcl Lodge Useum : X e nedr York, w{ere his sister Anne worked. He was dismissed in 1845
in Haworth in his early St Michael's §f vuss% after an alleged affair with his employer's wife, and sank into a
twenties, acting as organist,  Church 7y N deep dl(oho?i( depression for the Tdsi three years of his life.
unior warden dnd se(refdr? Masonic %, o\A Despite his early precocious talent, Branwell died unrecognised and
efore he left town to in 1640. Lodge 2 unfulfilled, bt s personality, imagination, and ultimdte self-

destruction dare integral €lements in the Bronté story.

@ Reaching Brow Road, turn left, then follow
Station Rodd right to Haworth Station. A ra{h leads left in
front of the station and high over the railway. At the end
continue straight on up the cobbles of Butt Lane. Carry on
across the 56%‘12, joining Haworth’s Main Street near the
Fleece Inn. After 160 3ards you «n divert left down Lodge A
Street, a beautiful dead-end 'square where you'll find the old T el
Masonic Lodge. Continve up the hill to the Black Bull, one of B8 arfalid]
Branwell's many hangouts, and turn left past the church to NorTh s poariand! B
reach the end of the route at the Bronte Parsonage Mueum. Bottom in Haworth

Branwell was well-known in most of Haworth's pubs,
particularly the Black Bull, but remained well-liked and
would frequen’tl¥ be clled to entertdain whenever any

entlemen visited the premises, a particular party
rick being to write with both hands at the same  Bronte ri
time while maintaining an undistracted conversation.  Way_ 4 \orth lves Barn - DBy North Ives Barn, bear right and cross Bridgehouse Beck dqain.
. . o bridg-e- A Fo%low a lovely path along its’right bank until it limbs up to North
The Keighley ¢ Worth Valley Railway is d single tsignd /) Ives Bottom. Turn left, passingin front of the farm and descending

track branch’line that was extended fo Oxenhope Wilton
dve to persistence from local mill owners as House 775
Hdwor’tg was originally planned as the terminus. A%
Thie ine wis closed i 1962 aEker the Beeching Shatiop. 59
Report, but re-opened in 1968 as a volunteer-

opelrdfed helgihlgde raiilw;lyjcﬁpe(iallsin?hin 3ervin9

eal ale on- e .

real ale on-board and it thrives to this day OXENHOP

Oxenhope is one of the most unspoilt villages
in West Yorkshire, its grey terraces climbing

a narrow path to the ruin of Far North Ives. Carry straight on,
rejoining the right bank of the stream. The path leads info fields,
Dark which you follow the bottom edge of all the way into Haworth.

Leaflet by Christopher Goddard (www.christophergoddard.net)
Reproduced with with kind permission of The Bronté Society

@ew Lane ontinves dll the way down to the B6141, which you follow
left dlong the stream into Oxenhope. Turn right soon after an old
chimney, following Yate Lane to its end. Turn lett down Dark Lane and
hed s{rdi?h’t dcross the main road. Turn right on the first bend,
Bé141 pdssirE Wilton House and rejoining the stream, now Bridgehouse
e

across the hillsides of the Leeming Water. Jew Lane is ck. Cross the stream, but'ignore the Bronté Way as it
Rather than one village it is redlly a thought to come , Holmefield  continues across the Keighley ¢ Worth Valley Railway.
conglomeration of severdl hamlets, including from the Old % \2Ng= MHouse ) Instead stay by the stream and Soon join
Uppertown, Lowertown, Leeming, Shaw dand English ceo (or Y AT N\ a track’past the water works.
Marsh. The name Oxenhope medns “valley of chew), referring Brdok:\{{« A e")ing o .
the oxen’, referring to a time when it was to ¢ hollow. signs}&)ﬁq "Y"‘Qyo/r R S
par’c}?f the Ts’cba’ce of %}r}adfo"rd Manor. bl ) Q&/f" . o
Oxenhope only became the village’s name Emerging on d path at the bottom, # J=TNget i AN\ |
when .'J(PWGS dydol;'J“Ed by the 5{49{.“3" built J(eurn IEf% dgross the stream. At the next i PR ,%sweezes fhvzlﬁ/zgfofwi];le :—\’Al’ i1
as the terminus of the Keighley and junction, descend right to cross another (7% of Leeming ——
Worth Valley Railway in 1667. ridge and join ¢ narrow walled pathway. -) r\'d9e 3 Reservoir
At the end. follow the track right to ﬂ?e S o Jute
corner of Leeming Reservoir, where 4 W sqleeze s ladder
signed path leads straight on down the o
\ Slope. Turn right at the bottom and 7 The Hays

Pog‘l’ \\ (site)

\ S po's’cs7\/
@From the top of Thornton Moor, continue dlong the well-defined path as it J
descends towards Oxenhope and Haworth is ?limpsed for the first time. Go

4 N
through a gate over the conduit ¢t the boftom, then bear left at asign, & N Thornton
following the Bronté Way down the hill towards Leeming Reservoir. The < \ Moor %
\
on dcross dnother conduit to descend into the trees near thereservoir. ~gos‘c
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join Jew Lane running delightfully
along Leeming roogk.

a curlew, whose
distinctive trill
is commonly
heard on
Thornton Moor
in early summer

sometimes bogqgy path runs pdrallel to dan old walled track, then goes strdight
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0gden Kirk

THE WANDERING
BARD WALK

Distance: 10’2 miles (17km)
Ascent: 520m
Parking: Pay car parks in Haworth. Free

turbine

car park by canal in Luddenden Foot, in P 0
Oxenhope and at Jerusalem Farm. 4 ot i Aukine #P - (/05’(/5”
£ y n
Public Transport: Bus 500 runs hourly ”, ; // T Y94
from Haworth to Hebden Bridge. Buses N el N e Ovenden 200 “00 00
590 and 592 run regularly from Hebden SURAVP NS o DL A CR L " ] METRES
Bridge ¢ kuddsnden Foot: @ Follow the right-side of Haigh Cate Dam to a stile Withens  ddCllirde, @ .
Character: A wonderfully varied trek before the water sk club butdn leading down onto ¢ G (fli(r):,i]r) b Tougy" @Climb U{.be”de the rocks
% . %96 —gydtes of 0qden Kirk and turn left
from the Calder Valley, where Branwell the track below. Turn left dalong the track, passing a £, /Fg‘ dﬁm the top. Hambleton
Bronté worked at Luddenden Faot cuple o furms before imbng p o Gl Elge Road "7 NG Lane leads a bodd route up onto th
tation, over the tops to his fami rdi ro ront o old Withen stoopses?
home in Haworth. '[Phe route take); in Hotel and gollow the track onto the moor. Turn left \§, top of Thornton '4°°" from wbere
) \ \ pa— there are great views over Halifax,
rich woodlands‘ open moors, ||ve|y b?’ ﬂ'\e next fencellne, (rossing Sklrden Clov h dnd 94{ Z MO‘gT"]dndS Farmi
brooks and of course many pubs. Jfﬁ 10}1”.'”9 a fe"(_e“d"i “(;,055 Odvende{n M?"E' exoggd i Leddbed:tler and Hdighh(o’te (\l)dréls were
e huge new wind turbines, drop steeply down'into 2% Haigh Cote constructed in 1835 by the Cold Edge Da
KEY TO MAP SYMBOLS : beautiful 0gden (I}Z)Ush-” Halifax Wat ‘{\\‘\\ st?le (omOZny to sup;;l'y ten mly“S in {ge des’ml?s)
Tekoh e, and Luddenden dreq, who paid rents for the
&t ked rodd “Amid the worlds wide din around l L5 \\H iah water. It is topped vp %y a conduit from
W Mdrmdcked rod I hear from far a solemn Sound f Cofs Warley Moor Reservoir and the name comes
. rough vehicular track That says ‘Remember Mel” ok dam from Leadbeater and Stansfield, the
(taken from Branwell’s Luddenden Foot notebook)  Leadbeater~af. ompany who constructed the dams.
7 walled path or track Dam ol ,
; @ urn left along the road in Wainstalls, passing St : : - the white-painted
-+ pathon the rovte Aidan’s Mission before turning right at st l?eyond (ontM;’ﬁle - (at Rocks
R . J/ =Y,
" path off the route the ?tlrlear.n F.oJ(rk Iei{Mup ﬂ%le ?IddeF of Jth{ehnex{ fip(elme, e ’IM o e LR
ollowing it past Moorfield Farm, then cuttin 2254 Moorcock Inn Gsite AT
—— wall or fence diagonally right across a field. Turn left up a wide track, ):-'si n¢ *é AR
then g0 Ie?{ over the second stile on the left, from ¢, Hie s ?
stream or watercourse which a path leads past some old contdiners and young ; A ®Moorfield Rk e
| d BIAnJmJ(ions. Fork left up the low dam wall of Leadbeater "o¢y Farm ) ”W&T& ’
POl O pon am dand follow it right, crossing the other ﬁm{h aqdin to Caty Well, a 17th-century stone cistern alongside

unch spot the pub, is thought to be a corruption of St

reach the Iar?er digh Cote Dam, ¢ fine o
st Aidan's Catherine’s Well, named after St Catherine of

skedp slopé or dge unless it is particularly windy.

crag or rocky edge _ Cat i signA@) Mission oo dria. The painted rocks on the hill above

N s . Lower Saltonstall was the birthplace Rocks . AWAINS TALLS are known as Cat Rocks ds, from the right
®  buildings or ruins of Richard Saltonstall, a 16th- E 4 angle, they dppear rather cat-like. It is said
o dland century MP and Mayor of London who Cat i'th Well Tongue  Robin Hood began the cUstom of pdinting the rocks when
woodldnd or trees famously left £100 to the Hmor of fLswer End  he hid out in a priest hole in the pub and’stashed some of

his money nedr the rocks. However, it's more likely they

Halifax. The name Saltonstall refers  sqitonstal
B busstop to a farmstead nedr the willows’. fg-“ were pdinted to commemordte the many Liverpudlian
orphans who died in the mills of Wainstalls. They lived at St

Kidan’s Mission and some are buried at nearby Dean Chapel.

[ carpark / layby
The Boggart’s Chair

stands in"the far corner
of St Mary’s Church. It
is actually the oldest
of four fonts, but was
removed to the garden
of Ellen Royd House
when the church was
attacked during the

©Follow the main track down from the Jerusalem Farm ar park to cross
Wade Bridge, and take the higher of two paths heading right through Wade
Wood. R’t the next junction turn left, Ehen 0 righm9 at d sign, dimbing
steeply to the top of the wood. Head d'ldgond%]y across the tields beyond
and turn left up to Lower Saltonstall after the last stile. Follow the road
right past the Cat i"th Well pub, then turn left up some steps immediately
over Kell Brook. Climb steadily to reach vehidPe track nedr New Mill,
following it right as it zigzags up into the village. Looking back in places, you
atc sigh% of the white-painted Cat Rocks on the hillside opposite.

Civil War. It was onl L—"the Boggart's BOOTH. paEqr mill
recognised in 1902, Z¥ which time it Chair The—_—.,ff",‘:—= ) The Lord Nelson was built in 1634 W)
had acquired its new tolkloric name. Dedn ~ ,;'Q‘ as a private dwelling, then served as \)‘ .
@Head through the churchyard opposite the Lord Nelson l’ll/ S the Black Swan until the Bdﬁdle of ‘;‘/?‘, 0
and turn leftJust before a bridge over the stream. A dlear g an Hous il & Trafalgar. Branwell regularly drank A
ath follows fthe left bank of LUddenden Brook dll the wa wood{;} e here whale working in LUdfe“fje“ N
\Eo Booth, passing the sites of a number of the valley's ofd IbS Foot and Branwell enjoyed being
mills before turning into a metalled road. Turn left up the hill os{llzf & (,“U9h{ U% in ’t‘he 50(‘9{yd°f ]‘Mll
at the end, then'go right up some steps opposite the old  pee] HOUSQ,%;{??\E writers and artists. He dnd friends,
school. Redching another lane, follow it right to Jerusalem Mills Gite) i)}~ such as poets W”L“‘m Dearden dnd
Farm, where there are public toilets near the car park. PR William Heaton and sculptor Joseph
f/ Bentley Leyland, formed a sort of
On April Tst 1841, Branwell Bronté was promoted - % informal Soﬂe’tz, meeting here as
from his post in Sowerby Bridge to position of Lord ‘%ﬁe - well as the Anchor and Shuttle at
clerk-in-charge of the railway at Luddenden Foot. Netror, @i st Mary's  Luddenden Foot (now the site of the
He was paid £130 a year and ?odged at nearby elson &xyete Churc post office). Luddenden Library

wds housed in the Lord Nelson's
Upper Chamber between 1776 and

Brearley Hall. He befriended Francis Grundy, a LUDDENDEN /!
I
i F-Luddenden 1917, though Branwell is not

oung rdilway engineer whose descriptions’of e
grdnwell (provided forty years later) are responsible steps( !
|

ramsons (or wild garlic)

for the belief that this period proved his downfall. (0(2?’(5‘” recorded a5 being ¢ member. ' grokdig io Reit s Wos
In fact it was a very creative period for him, the N o ‘ ‘ ‘
first of many of his poems being B ! @The route starts by the old station in Luddenden Foot, of which there is now little

sign, but a statue of Branwell Bronté stands dlongside Station Road nearby. Return to
the main road, following it rilgh’t for ¢ few yards to some steps cutting up onto Danny
Lane. At the next bendturn feft down some steps and join a path along an old pipeline

published in the Halitax Guardian
under his favourite pseudonym,
Nor{han%erltmd. He spent

alot of time exploring the ~ Luddenden through Roebucks Wood that passes a series of brick dir rdid shelters for the mill
countryside of the the Calder Station Gite)x: that vsed to stand below. Contine dlong Luddenden Brook to emerge on 4 quiet road.
Valley, so much so that in Branwell At the bend, continue ahedd on d snicket, then ?o briefly right go the site of
Mdr(% 1842 he was dismissed statve 2% Luddenden Corn Mill, where da path cuts left back fo follow the stream agdin. At the

for neglecting his duties. L yDDENDEN ‘.FO 07 [ X rodd, turn left to reach the Lord Nelson Inn at the heart of charming Luddenden.



